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NFPA 101  Life  Safety  Code  for  Healthcare:  Means  of
Egress, Fire Compartments, and Smoke Barriers
THE DIRECT ANSWER
In  existing health care occupancies,  NFPA 101 drives how you subdivide patient  floors
with  smoke  barriers,  how  corridors  and  doors  function  as  exit  access,  and  when
horizontal  movement  to  an  adjacent  smoke  compartment  replaces  full-building
evacuation.  CMS,  The  Joint  Commission  (Accreditation  360  Physical  Environment
chapter effective January 1, 2026), and your state fire marshal each test the same Life
Safety  Code  baseline—plus  linked  standards  for  sprinklers,  alarms,  fire  doors,  and  the
Health Care Facilities Code.

WHICH CODE CHAPTER GOVERNS YOUR BUILDING
• NFPA  99  (Health  Care  Facilities  Code)—electrical,  gas,  HVAC  risk  controls  that  support  safe

egress and compartmentation
• NFPA 13 and NFPA 25 —sprinkler design and ongoing impairment testing that underpins many

healthcare corridor and smoke-barrier relaxations
• NFPA 72 —detection, notification, and supervisory signals tied to defend-in-place decisions
• NFPA  80  —fire  door  assemblies,  including  annual  inspection  and  testing  documented  by

qualified persons
MEANS OF EGRESS IN HEALTH CARE OCCUPANCIES
• Egress  in  hospitals  is  a  system:  exit  access  (corridors,  doors,  aisles),  exits  (stairs,  exterior

doors, ramps), and exit discharge. Healthcare chapters add wrinkles because beds, IV poles,
and staff workflows turn “simple” corridor width into an operational test.

FIELD QUESTION
Which NFPA 101 chapter applies to our existing hospital?
Most inpatient buildings surveyed today are evaluated under Existing Health Care Occupancies
(Chapter 19 in commonly adopted editions). New construction wings may fall under Chapter 18.
Your certificate of occupancy, CMS statement of conditions, and state fire code adoption list the
enforceable edition and chapter.
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